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people, as legends declare it to have been practiced when the Tiyo 
was initiated into its mysteries in the world which he visited." " I 
am inclined to believe that the snake dance has two main purposes, 
the making of rain and the growth of corn, and renewed research 
confirms my belief, elsewhere expressed, that ophiolatry has little or 
nothing to do with it." 

The Import of the Totem. 1 — Miss Fletcher's studies have been 
aptly characterized as " sympathetic and thorough," and the present 
paper fully demonstrates the truth of the observation. Within the 
limits of a few pages is given a remarkably clear and concise account 
of the idea of the totem, one of the most obscure and perplexing 
subjects with which the student of American ethnology has to deal. 

The totem is based upon the Indian's belief concerning nature and 
life, and it is only through an explanation of his customs and prac- 
tices, a knowledge of his rites and ceremonies, that we may come to 
know what this belief is. 

There are two classes of totems among the Omahas: (i) personal, 
belonging to the individual, and (2) social, that of societies and 
gentes. The personal totem is obtained by means of a puberty rite 
in which the youth fasts until he sees or hears in a dream or vision 
some animal or other form. This thing becomes the special medium 
through which he can obtain supernatural aid. It is his duty to 
seek and slay the animal seen in his vision (' in cases where the 
vision has been of no concrete form, symbols are taken to represent 
it') and preserve some part of it. This amulet represented the 
power of the whole class to which it belonged, a conception growing 
out of the anthropomorphic projection of man's characteristics upon 
all nature and the belief in the continuity of life, " making it impos- 
sible for the part and the entirety to be disassociated." 

" The totem's simplest form of social action was in the religious 
societies, whose structure was based upon the grouping together of 
men who had seen similar visions, . . . blood relationship was 
ignored." " In the early struggle for existence, the advantages 
accruing from a permanent kinship group, both in resisting aggres- 
sion and in securing a food supply, could not fail to have been per- 

1 The Import of the Totem : A Study from the Omaha Tribe. By Alice C. 
Fletcher, Thaw Fellow and Assistant in Ethnology, Peabody Museum, Harvard 
University. A paper read before the Section of Anthropology of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science at the Detroit meeting, August, 1897. 
Salem, The Salem Press, 1897. 
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ceived ; and, if the people were to become homogeneous and the 
practice of exogamy continue, some expedient must have been 
devised by which the permanent groups could be maintained and 
kinship lines be defined. The common belief of the people, kept 
virile by the universal practice of the rite of the vision, furnished this 
expedient." " Social growth depended upon the establishment of 
distinct groups, and the one power adequate for the purpose was that 
which was believed to be capable of enforcing the union of the 
people by supernaturally inflicted penalties." 

There were ten gentes in the Omaha tribe; exogamy prevailed, and 
descent was traced only through the father. " Each gens had its 
particular name, which referred directly or symbolically to its totem, 
which was kept in mind by the practice of tabu." The office of the 
totem in the religious societies, in the gentes, and the tribe is 
described, and the paper closes with a discussion of the linguistic 
evidence as to the import of the totem. Frank Russell 



GENERAL BIOLOGY. 

A Study in Heredity. 1 — For the student of heredity no domestic 
animal is of greater interest than the American trotting horse and his 
brother, the pacer. The two are closely related; their development 
has been rapid and has taken place mainly during the latter half of 
the present century, and the records of ancestry and of speed, which 
have been kept accurately, give a measure of the inheritance of vari- 
ations in a large number of correlated parts. It is, therefore, a real 
service to biologists, as well, no doubt, to breeders, that Mr. A. J. 
Meston is doing in bringing together in one work the main facts 
concerning the ancestry of the best trotters and pacers. 

The first part of this work, dealing with the descendants of the 
horse known as Rysdyk's Hambletonian 10, is what we have now 
under review. That the remaining parts will not be long forth- 
coming is to be hoped, for each part will gain in value in proportion 
to the completeness of the whole. 

The pamphlet before us opens with a list of the common sources 
of 2:10 speed arranged chronologically. Then follows an introduc- 

1 A. J. Meston, The Common Sources or Main Taproots of 2:10 Trotting and 
Pacing Speed. Rysdyk's Hambletonian 10 (Complete). Pittsfield, Mass. Pub- 
lished by the author, 1897. 32 pp. 



